
February School Newsletter, 2017 
Principal’s Message 
 
Skyview Families; 
With the recent reporting of our 2016 state testing results, I am happily encouraged by the achievement 
level and growth of our Skyview students.  I am also proud of our staff in being able to address the 
challenges of preparing students for the rigors of meeting the state standards.  I continually reflect on how 
best to communicate to parents about all-school testing, and my leadership direction when it comes to state 
tests.  Our successes have named our school as a strong performing school within the Colorado Springs area 
in several content areas; English Language Arts, Gifted education and English Language Learners.  These 
are important gains to share and help us to demonstrate to our community that we have a School of 
Excellence in comparison to our neighboring schools. 
 
Much like our preparation for the 2016 state testing season, I have decided to be as direct as I can in 
helping you to understand the purpose and value the state assessments have for us as a school again for the 
2017 upcoming tests.  The format is in commonly asked questions that we see or hear frequently.  I also 
know that I can touch on most common topics, but you may have additional questions that are not covered 
here.  I encourage you to email me your questions and I will either answer them directly or find the answer 
for you.  I can be reached at ctinucci@d49.org.  You can also access the district web site for a more detailed 
explanation at www.d49.org following the tabs (Student Services to Learning Services to Assessment). 
 
What does testing do for Skyiew Middle School? 
There are two different rounds of state testing: PARCC (Math and Language Arts) and CMAS (Social Studies 
and Science).  Each of them helps us to determine if our students are mastering the content of the standards 
in each of these disciplines.  This is important if we want to maintain that we are a standards based school 
that is accountable to a shared set of state level standards.  We DO want to say this as a school.  This testing 
allows us to measure how well our students are doing against other students from Colorado (CMAS) or 
across the nation (PARCC).  In order to compete against other schools and districts in the state, we need a 
common measure of performance.  As a building leader, I need the information to know if our teachers are 
teaching appropriate curriculum and whether or not our students are learning at their grade level.  Our 
school does not experience a direct link to any financial gain by taking, or not taking, the state assessments.   
 
Why should my child participate in State testing? 
We need to have the information from above for ALL students in our school.  We use this information to 
help us determine whether or not a student needs intervention, placement into appropriate courses (from 
supported to accelerated) and as a body of evidence for us to understand your child’s achievement level.  
When students and parents know their level of performance, they can set and reach goals focused on 
performance and effort.  These goals help them to prepare for college and career by giving direction and 
motivation.  By consistently practicing the format of standardized tests, your child is preparing for their 
future of testing in high school preparing them to be successful on the ACT, SAT, PSAT, ASVAB, etc. 
 
What is the reality of the time commitments of testing? To my child?  To our school? 
Each student taking the PARCC will be allowed between 80 to 110 minutes per test to take the Math and 
Language Arts tests.  8th grade Students taking the CMAS Science test are given 80 minutes.  Our 7th grade 
students will add the CMAS Social Studies test this year, which requires 80 minutes each session.  Students 
who use the entire time for testing are allowed to test in a quiet, monitored environment and if extensions 
are needed on this time frame, we are allowed to extend each test for a proscribed time period.  Our school 
has the option of scheduling these tests in any manner we see necessary within a 4-week window provided 
by the state.  Lessons from our past experience have led us to determine that testing sessions are best given 
no more than 2 per day, with frequent opportunities for rest.  We have also scheduled a combination of 
testing and classes knowing that the sooner we complete the testing, the sooner we return to regular 
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schedules of classes.  In summary, each individual student will test between 3 to 5 days (8th grade – 5 days, 
7th grade – 5 days, 6th grade – 3 days) within a 5-week window from March 13th through April 28th.  Given 
the volume of students in our school (Approximately 1085 students must all test), the availability of 
electronic devices, and the number of tests per day, it takes us 13 days to test our entire student body, with 
an additional 5 days set aside to complete make up tests. 
 
I hear a lot of things about state assessments in the media.  What is the true impact on our school? 
Funding seems to be a commonly misunderstood topic around state testing.  According to the Colorado 
Department of Education, “States that accept federal funds for such purposes as supporting the education of 
children in poverty, English language learners, and students with disabilities are required to administer 
state-wide assessments to all students. Currently, Colorado receives approximately $350 million in federal 
funds for these and related purposes. The minimum required assessments are: 

 Grades 3 through 8 for English language arts and mathematics 
 At least once in high school for English language arts and mathematics 
 At least once in elementary school, once in middle school, and once in high school for science 

 
For the assessments noted above, states must give the same assessments to all students and at least 95% of 
the students must participate in the tests.”  In response to federal legislation, Colorado joined the PARCC 
assessment consortium, which provides us with the Math and ELA assessments.   
 
Parent choice versus mandated testing – In Colorado, there are two competing laws: 1. All students in 
public schools must take the state tests and 2. Parents have a right to make educational decisions for their 
children.  When a parent choses to exempt their student from testing, these laws are at odds with each 
other.  As a school, we allow parent choice and ask that all parents follow the district procedure for seeking 
exemption.  The consequence to the individual child for not taking the test is that we no longer have this 
piece of comparison data for their achievement.  The consequence to our school is that the larger this 
exemption group, the more unreliable the data becomes.  We then lose one of the significant measures of 
our performance as a school and our ability to use the data for decision-making diminishes.  Large groups 
of exemptions also put our total participation rate in jeopardy of not reaching the federally mandated 95%.  
In 2014-2015, Colorado got a federal waiver for falling below the 95% participation rate without penalty.  
There has been no legislation change in this mandate for the 2016-2017 school year. 
 
Common Core Standards – It is true that the PARCC (Math and ELA) tests are based on the Common Core 
Standards.  These Standards were developed within the consortium of states participating in PARCC.  Our 
state developed it’s own set of Colorado State Standards, which includes the Common Core Standards plus 
some additional standards not of the Common Core.  As a public school in the state of Colorado, we WILL be 
using the Colorado State Standards and we WILL be following state mandates on testing.  These standards 
are appropriate, rigorous, and viable.  I believe they form an appropriate foundation for the curriculum 
taught in this school and when followed, WILL prepare students for college or career opportunities and 
WILL allow our students to compete with all other Colorado students.  As political as the PARCC movement 
has been, the Common Core Standards are not political, nor inappropriate for our students.  These 
standards are made readily available to anyone who choses to read them through the Colorado Department 
of Education and our school website. 
 
Please keep your eyes on our newsletters (both from the building and from individual teaching teams) for 
our testing schedule.  It is most helpful that we have maximum attendance on those days, so please consider 
scheduling outside of school appointments outside your child’s testing schedule.  And as stated before, if 
you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Respectfully, 
Cathy Tinucci, Principal 


